
Dog legislation – competing in Holland 

We have been receiving some questions about whether or not it is possible to compete at the 

OEC with dogs that have cropped ears and/or a docked tail. It says in the OEC guidelines that 

"Dogs must comply with the host country’s Dog Legislation." For competing in Holland this 

means the following: 

Cropped ears 

 Dogs with cropped ears which are born in the Netherlands after 30 April 1989 are not 

allowed to compete at the OEC.  

 Dogs with cropped ears which are born in another country than the Netherlands after a 

legal ban on cropping was put in force there are not allowed to compete at the OEC.  

 Dogs with cropped ears which are born after 30 September 1996 in any country 

whatsoever are not allowed to compete at the OEC.  

Docked tail  

 Dogs with a docked tail which are born in the Netherlands after 31 August 2001 are not 

allowed to compete at the OEC, unless the amputation was for medical reasons and a 

medical statement concerning the required amputation is entered in the European animal 

passport (or other passport, for dogs from countries outside of Europe) by a practicing 

veterinarian. The record in the passport must include the reason for the amputation (the 

medical indication) and the date of the operation; it must also be accompanied by a legible 

statement of the name, address, and original signature of the veterinarian. The passport 

must be made available for inspection during the OEC. Failure to present the passport will 

result in a disqualification at the competition. The dog will not be allowed to compete.  

 Dogs with a docked tail which are born in another country than the Netherlands after a 

legal ban on docking was put in force there are not allowed to compete at the OEC, unless 

the amputation was for medical reasons and a medical statement concerning the required 

amputation is entered in the European animal passport (or other passport, for dogs from 

countries outside of Europe) by a practicing veterinarian. The record in the passport must 

include the reason for the amputation (the medical indication) and the date of the 

operation; it must also be accompanied by a legible statement of the name, address, and 

original signature of the veterinarian. The passport must be made available for inspection 

during the OEC. Failure to present the passport will result in a disqualification at the 

competition. The dog will not be allowed to compete. 

Natural Bobtail (NBT) 

 Dogs born with a Natural Bobtail (NBT) are allowed to compete at the OEC, but only 

when a statement concerning the Natural Bobtail is entered in the European animal 

passport (or other passport, for dogs from countries outside of Europe) by a practicing 

veterinarian. The statement must be accompanied by a legible statement of the name, 

address, and original signature of the veterinarian. The passport must be made available 

for inspection during the OEC. Failure to present the passport will result in a 

disqualification at the competition. The dog will not be allowed to compete. 

 



Other rules  

Some other rules that apply at the OEC: 

 It is forbidden to use par-force collars, pin collars, shock collars and/or other forcing 

material on dogs present at the OEC.  

 Dogs with an ear- and/or skin condition shall not be permitted entrance to the OEC. 

 All people participating or visiting the OEC with their dogs must be able to present proof of 

valid vaccination for their dog(s). 

 All dogs present at the OEC must be completely vaccinated against canine distemper, parvo, 

leptospirose and HCC. Proof of valid vaccination can be asked for. 

 Dogs present at the OEC, coming from abroad, must be vaccinated against rabies. Proof of 

valid vaccination can be asked for.   

 Dogs present at the OEC must not have been in circumstances where there might have been 

danger of infection with disease during the12 weeks before the first day of the OEC. 

Above rules can be found in the Dutch Kennel Club rule book, of which the full version can 

be found here (Dutch only):  

http://www.raadvanbeheer.nl/uploads/media/KR_geldig_vanaf_1_mei_2013.pdf 

http://www.raadvanbeheer.nl/uploads/media/KR_geldig_vanaf_1_mei_2013.pdf

